
Unit 2: Central Idea and Theme with Supporting Evidence 

Grade Level:  9th Grade 
Unit Name:  Central Idea and Theme with Supporting Evidence 
Pacing 6 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
9RL1D:  Using appropriate text, determine two or 
more themes in a text, analyze their development 
throughout the text, and relate the themes to life 
experiences; provide an objective and concise 
summary of the text. (DOK 3) 
 
9RL2D: Analyze how complex characters develop 
over the course of a text to advance the plot and 
develop the theme. (DOK 3) 
 
9RI1D:  Explain two or more central/main ideas in a 
text, analyze their development throughout the 
text, and explain the significance of the central 
ideas provide an objective and concise summary of 
the text.  
 
9W2A: Follow a writing process to produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development 
organization, style and voice are appropriate to the 
task, purpose and audience; self-select and blend 
previously learned narrative expository and 
argumentative writing techniques.  (DOK 4) 
 
9W3Ab:  Review, revise, and edit writing with 
consideration for the task, purpose, and audience. 
Word choice, syntax, and style: Choose precise 
language and make syntactical choices to reflect an 
understanding of how language contributes to 
meaning.  (DOK 3) 
 
9SL2C:   Plan and deliver appropriate presentations 

Learning Targets: 
 
9RL1D: 

● I will relate themes from a fictional text to 
life experiences. 

● I will determine two or more themes in a 
fiction text.  

● I will provide an objective and concise 
summary of a fictional text.  

● I will analyze the development of themes 
in a fictional text. 

 
9RL2D: 

● I will analyze how the development of 
complex characters throughout a fictional 
work develops the theme.  

● I will analyze how complex characters 
develop throughout a fictional text.  

● I will analyze how the development of 
complex characters throughout a fictional 
work advances the story’s plot. 

 

9RI1D: 
● I will provide an objective and concise 

summary of a nonfiction text.   

● I will explain two or more central/main 

ideas in a nonfiction text.   

●  I will analyze the development of 

central/main ideas throughout nonfiction 

text.   

● I will explain the importance of central 

Supporting Standards:  
 
9RL3A:  Analyze multiple performances of a story, 
drama, or poem, evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (DOK 3) 
 
9RL1C:  Interpret visual elements of a text and 
draw conclusions from them (when applicable). 
(DOK 3) 
 
9RL3B:  Explain how and why an author alludes to 
or transforms source material within his or her 
text. (DOK 2) 
 
9RL3D:  Analyze how multiple texts reflect 
historical and/or cultural contexts. (DOK 2) 
 
9RI3D:  Read and comprehend informational text 
independently and proficiently. (DOK 2) 
9RI3C:  Analyze how multiple texts reflect the 
historical and/or cultural contexts.  (DOK 3) 
 
9W3Ab:  Review, revise, and edit writing with 
consideration for the task, purpose, and audience. 
Word choice, syntax, and style: Choose precise 
language and make syntactical choices to reflect an 
understanding of how language contributes to 
meaning.  (DOK 3) 
 
 

 



concisely and logically based on the task, audience, 
and purpose making strategic use of multimedia in 
presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. (DOK4) 
 
 

 

ideas in nonfiction text.  

 
9W2A:   

● I will follow a writing process focusing on 
development, organization, style, and 
voice to produce clear and coherent 
writing. 

● I will follow a writing process appropriate 
to the task, purpose, and audience to 
produce clear and coherent writing. 

● I will self-select and blend previously 
learned narrative, expository, and 
argumentative writing techniques 

 
9W3Ab: 

● I will review, revise, and edit writing with 

consideration for the task, purpose, and 

audience.   

● I will achieve a purpose and demonstrate 

an awareness of the audience by making 

choices regarding the organization.   

● I will organize the content of writing by 

introducing the topic, maintaining a clear 

focus throughout the text, and providing a 

conclusion that follows from the text.   

● I will achieve a purpose and demonstrate 
an awareness of the audience by making 
choices regarding content.  

Big Ideas: 
 
All authors have a purpose.  
 

 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
Why do authors write? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

● Author’s purpose 
● Central (main) idea 
● Supporting details 
● Theme 
● Character 
● Setting 



● Plot 
● Complex character 
● Fact 
● Opinion 
● Biography 
● Autobiography 
● Memoir 
● Pre-write 
● Drafting  
● Rough draft 
● Grammar 
● Topic 
● Outline 
● Organization pattern 
● Introduction 
● Thesis statement 
● Topic sentence 
● Body paragraphs 
● Supporting details 
● Conclusion 
● Transition 
● Editing 
● Revising 
● Peer evaluation 
● Publication 

 


